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Michelle Teear was awarded a Bachelor Fine Arts from the University of 

New South Wales in 2005. She is represented by Straitjacket, with her 

sixth solo show in May 2026.   

Michelle’s intuitive mark-making presents visions of worlds that embrace 

her inner emotional landscapes as an entry to awareness beyond the 

dissociative states of navigating inequitable social structures. As a queer 

disabled woman, her remote landscape paintings represent freedom 

from marginalising frameworks, creating neutral spaces to anchor  

 

perspective. There is a calmness in calligraphic transparent brushstrokes 

that lead a slow journey through the landscape. She grinds earth 

pigments, mixed with egg, to create the timeless, translucent medium of 

egg tempera. 

Michelle has been a finalist in prizes including the Evelyn Chapman 

Award, Mosman, Paddington, Fisher’s Ghost, and MAC Yapang, and has 

completed numerous residencies including Mornington and Bundanon. A 

disability rights advocate, she lives and works on Awabakal Country, Lake 

Macquarie, Australia.

https://straitjacket.com.au/exhibitions/art/michelle-teear/


 

Representing Gallery Straitjacket, Hunter Region NSW 

Selected Education UNSW - Bachelor of Fine Arts 2005 

 

Solo Exhibitions 

2026 – ‘Expansion’ – Straitjacket, Newcastle NSW 

2024 – ‘Cathedral, Straitjacket, Newcastle NSW 

2023 – ‘Looking for mesas in channel country’ – MAC: Museum of Art and 

Culture Lake Macquarie NSW 

2022 – ‘Renewal’, Straitjacket, Newcastle NSW 

2020 – ‘Those Hills: The Pilbara’, Gallery 139, Newcastle 

2019 – ‘Michelle Teear’, 33 Scott St Galleries, Newcastle 

 

Selected Group Exhibitions 

2025 – ‘Collect’, The Lock Up, Newcastle 

2025 – ‘NAS 40 Years’, Newcastle Art Space 

2025 – March Forward IWD, The Creator Incubator, Newcastle 

2024 – ‘Future in Focus: Contemporary Alumnae Artists’, UNSW 

2024 – ‘Alternating the cube’, Museum of Art Culture (MAC) Yapang 

2024 – ‘Collect’, The Lock Up, Newcastle 

2024 – ‘Counteractions’ – IWD, Creator Incubator, Newcastle 

2022 – ‘Limitless’, Sydney Fringe Festival, 107 Project, Redfern 

2021 – ‘GartherED’, Watt Space Gallery, Newcastle University 

2020 – ‘Locus Focus, Newcastle Art Space, Newcastle 

2020 -  ‘Reconnected’, Museum of Art & Culture (MAC) Yapang 

2020 – ‘Water’ Museum of Art & Culture (MAC) Yapang 

2020 – ‘Fab Feb 20’, The Owens Collective, Newcastle 

2019 – ‘The Balcony’, 33 Scott St Galleries, Newcastle 

2019 – ‘Expansion’, Gallery 139 at The Owens Collective, Newcastle 

2019 – ‘Lake Mac Open Studios’ – Lake Macquarie 

2019 – ‘From the Land – Revisited’, Newcastle Art Space, Newcastle 

2019 – ‘From The Land’, Sheffer Gallery, Redfern 

2018 – ‘Directors Choice’, Gallery 139, Newcastle 

2018 - ‘The Land’, Project Gallery 90, Paddington 

2018 – ‘Wanderings’, Sheffer Gallery, Redfern 

2018 – ‘Great Outdoors, Gallery 139, Newcastle 

 

Awards, Grants & Prizes 

2025 – Finalist: Fishers Ghost Art Prize 

2025 – Finalist: MAC Yapang Art Prize 

2024 – Finalist: Paddington Art Prize 

2024 – Finalist: Mosman Art Prize 

2024 – Finalist: Gosford Art Prize 

2023 - Semi-finalist, Newcastle Club Foundation Prize, NAS 

2023 – Finalist, Harden Art Prize, Harden 

2022 - Semi-finalist, Newcastle Club Foundation Prize, NAS 

2020 - Finalist, Evelyn Chapman Award, S H Ervin Gallery 

2019 - Packers Prize: Newcastle Emerging Art Prize, NAS 

 

Residencies and Projects 

2026 – Mentor for Newcastle Art Space Program 

2025 – Broken Hill Artist Residency, BHAE 

2024 – Mornington Peninsula Artist Residency, MPRG 

2023 – Barrington Hideaway Artist Residency, Gloucester NSW 



 

2022 – Augmented Reality Project, Group Contributor, MAP Mima 

2021 – Museum of Art and Culture, En Plein Air Day Artist In Residence, 

Lake Macquarie Regional Gallery 

2020 – Bundanon Trust, NSW, Supported by Accessible Arts 

 

Professional Development 

2023 – Front and Centre: Leadership Program, Accessible Arts 

2020 – Twelve month mentorship with Virginia Cuppaidge (senior 

Australian abstract artist), Newcastle Art Space Mentorship program 

 

Advisor/Peer Assessor 

2025-27 - Creative Australia Peer Assessor 

2024 – Bundanon Peer Assessor 

2024 – 2025 – Museums & Galleries NSW – Peer Advisor 

2022/2024 - Shine Art Prize Peer Assessor 

2022 – Accessible Arts & Bundanon Trust Residency – Peer Assessor 

 

Arts Worker & Advocacy 

2025-present - Hunter Creative Alliance – Committee Member, Newcastle 

2023-present - Training Manager, Accessible Arts (NSW) 

2023-present – Arts Specialist Access & Inclusion Consultant  

2006-08 – Children’s Festival Director, Peats Ridge Festival (NSW) 

 

Workshop Partners 

2025 – Art Gallery of NSW (Sydney), Art after hours 

2025 – Hudson St Hum (Newcastle), Egg tempera workshop 

2024 – University of NSW, Egg tempera workshop 

2020-24 – Museum of Art Culture (MAC) Yapang (NSW), Painting  

2022-25 – Hive & Gobbler (Dungog, NSW), Natural dyeing 
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-10-23/disability-artist-residency-post-covid-lockdown/12801934?fbclid=IwAR3xnIp3ADR6iJhZmXouvbeMOyizvCTsZC2nCwhRAbM6j0nqchxCXKUGWIM
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https://www.michelleteear.com/post/lakes-mail-2019-lake-mac-open-studios

